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In support of the following Southern California 
High School Sections in the sports of:  
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Southern California Soccer Officials Association Policies 

1.   SCSOAôs mission is to provide officials and to promote good sportsmanship and 

      fair play while keeping safety as the highest priority. 

 

2.    Any member is welcome at any SCSOA Board meeting. 

 

3.    We as officials work for the schools we referee and we are not to consider ourselves 

       above the schools. 

 

4.    Only certified individuals are to receive High School assignments. 

 

5.    Certification can be accomplished by attending sessions in your own Unit or 

       another Unitôs offering the same session you may have missed in your Unit. 

       Proof of attendance will be required by your own Unit. 

 

6.    Certification means following the Code of Ethics given to SCSOA Instructors for 

       all officials. 

 

7.    To be certified, means applying High School Rules as instructed to do so by 

       SCSOA Instructors and not overriding Federation Rules with USSF or NISOA 

       laws, rulings or interpretations. 

 

8.    Units are to deal with their own disciplinary problems, however, charges could 

       be brought before the main body (SCSOA) if necessary. 

 

9.    SCSOAôs goal is to create a more professional image for all officials and to 

       maintain a high level of professionalism in its approach to playoffs and its 

       assignments.  

 

Grievances 

 
¶ File complaint with Local Unit 

¶ President/Vice President 

¶ Ethics and Grievances committee 

¶ Appeals 

¶ Board of Directors 

¶ SCSOA 
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Assignors Policies and Procedures 

1.  Unit assignor will not accept requests from Unit or board members for specific game 

       assignments. 

 

2.  Unit assignor will not accept requests from schools or representative of a schoolôs 

       sports program for specific officials on game assignments. 

 

3.  Unit assignor will require each member to submit a ñ declaration of school affiliationò 

       each season. 

 

4.  Unit assignor is required each year to submit to SCSOA a list of high school soccer 

       coaches within their Unit. 

 

5.  Unit assignor will not assign high school soccer coaches to any varsity games. 

 

6.  Unit assignor will ensure neutrality of game officials, in that no official will be 

       assigned to the same school/varsity team more than three times during the season, 

       both home and away. 

 

7.  Unit assignor will comply with NFHS guidelines in game assignments to 

       ensure officials can communicate with all participants. Best efforts to ensure 

       at least one official can communicate in English or Spanish where applicable. 

       (request by Southern Section). 
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Game Assignment Criteria 
 

¶ Officialôs rating 

¶ Game rating 

¶ Unitôs Board input 

¶ Availability 

¶ School input 

¶ Frequencies (school or team) 

 

Officials Classifications 
 

Grade 1  All games, Lead Referee 

 

Grade 2  Level 2 games, Lead Referee with lower level officials 

 

Grade 3  Level 3 games, Officiate Varsity with grade 1 or 2, officiate JV with    

                         grade 3 

 

Grade 4 Officiate JV with higher level Referee, Officiate JV with grade 4 referee 

 

Grade 5 Officiate JV with higher rated referee, Officiate Soph/Frosh with grade 5  

                         referee. 

 

Referee rating System SCSOA 
 

¶ Years of officiating (USSF, NISOA, CIF, and AYSO) 

¶ Physical fitness test results 

¶ Assessments 

¶ Game level experience 

¶ Knowledge of rules (exam scores) 

¶ Evaluations 
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Sportsmanship 
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Levels of Instruction 

Entry Level:  First year with High School (No prior High School 

   experience or break from High School for 1 year or 

   more). First year with organization (Prior High 

   school experience unknown). 

 

Instruction Required:  Entry Level Session: 8 Hours 

     Sessions 1,2, and 3: 8 Hours 

     Physical 

 

Experienced Level: Returning High School official. 

 

Instruction Required:  Sessions 1,2, and 3: 8 Hours 

     Physical 

 

Physical Exam to be managed and facilitated by Unit Guidelines. 

 

Physical Exam Waiver:       USSF/NISOA/AYSO Current Physical  

                                              accepted. 
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New and First Year Officials  

8 Hours 

 

1. Introduction to High School Soccer and the philosophy of youth sports/High School mind 

set. 

 

2. High School differences: Time stoppages, Field markings, etc.. 

 

3. Game assignments and payments 

 a) 2&3 referee system and what is expected. 

  1. On no-shows, who moves where. 

  2. Only one referee shows up. 

  3. Working the two referee system. 

 b) Payment for games...how will you be paid 

 

4. Dangerous fields and equipment 

 a) Your liability and authority as a referee. 

 b) Basis for canceling games. 

  1. Dangerous conditions 

  2. Referee no-show (varsity game) 

  3. Field invasion (your safety) 

 c) Filing reports and to whom are they sent. (examples) 

 

5. Unit policy and fines or actions for: 

 a) No-shows or game swapping. 

 b) Drinking alcohol. 

 c) Misconduct that puts you or the organization in potential liability. 

 d) Refusal to write and turn in misconduct reports in a timely manner. 

 e) Blatant disregard for Unit policies. 

 f) Explain procedure to follow if unable to keep an assignment. 
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New and First Year Officials  

6. Who controls you and who are you in control of: 

 a) Federation (NFHS) 

 b) Yourself 

 c)  Unit 

 d) Nobody 

 e) Schools 

 f) Coaches 

 

7. Controlling coaches and spectators. 

 

8. Handling injuries, casts, medical releases and jewelry. 

 

9. Touching of players, pushing players, shouting or cursing players. 

 

10. Handling the news media (spotlight effect). What to say and not to say. 

 

11. Playoffs/Finals procedures and how selected. 

 

12. Assessment policy/ratings and how to change ratings. 

 

13. Misconduct reports/Injury reports. 

 a) When required. 

 b) Who writes them, two referee system and three referee system. 

 c) Who to send to, how soon and if phone call is required. 

 d) Show them how to fill out the misconduct report/injury report. 
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Experienced returning Referees  

Session 1ðððððððð3 Hours 
 

1. SCSOA policies 

2. Assignment procedures 

3. Fee schedule 

4. Philosophy of officiating 

5. High School differences 

6. Time stoppages 

7. Take home test 

8. Injury reports 

9. Assault procedure 

10. Disqualification game reports 

11. Meaning of certification 

12. No show policy 

13. Pay vouchers / Checks 

14. Coach manipulation of officials 

15. Playoffs, Finals, and selection 

 

Supplemental materials included in this lesson plan. 

 

1. Grievance policy 

2. Game assignment criteria 

3. Officials classifications 

4. Officials rating criteria 

5. Soccer officials fees Southern and Los Angeles Sections 

6. Referee checklist 

7. CIF differences 

8. CIF Soccer rules examination (take home separate sheets) 

9. SCSOA Disqualification incident/injury report form 
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Experienced returning referees Lesson Plan Two 

 

Session 2ðððððð- 3 Hours 

Subject Matter to be ñTargetedò in this Lesson Plan: 

 
1. Professionalism 

2. Two/Three Referee System Mechanics 

3. Sideline Control 

4. Card Presentation and Communication with players 

5. Offside procedures 

6. SCSOA Rule Interpretations 

 

 

Supplemental Materials Included in this Lesson Plan 
 

1. Professionalism & Refereeing 

2. Dual Officiating System / On Field Mechanics 

3. Diagonal Officiating System / On Field mechanics 

4. NFHS Official Soccer Signals 

5. NFHS Rule teaching videos. 

6. Power Point Presentations SCSOA Training 

Experienced returning referees Lesson Plan Three 

  
Session 3ðððððððð3 Hours 

Subject Matter To Be Targeted In This Lesson Plan: 

 

1. Written Test 

2. Work Shop (Game Control) 

3. Test and Review 
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NFHS Soccer Rules Changes 2009-2010 

Shinguard rule tweaked in high school soccer 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Contact: Mark Koski 

INDIANAPOLIS, IN (February 13, 2009) - In an ongoing focus on risk minimization in high school soccer, an 

addition to the shinguard policy has been approved. 

A year after requiring shinguards to meet National Operating Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment 

(NOCSAE) standards, the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) Soccer Rules Commit-

tee will now require the front of the shinguard to be permanently marked with the NOCSAE seal and height range, 

effective in fall 2012. 

The delay in implementation is to allow manufacturers to supply these types of shinguards to retailers. There is 

also an emphasis on placing the shinguard no higher than two inches above the ankle to minimize risk of injury. 

The revised shinguard policy was one of four rules changes approved by the Soccer Rules Committee at its January 

26-28 meeting in Indianapolis. The rules changes were subsequently approved by the NFHS Board of Directors. 

"As is always the case, the Soccer Rules Committee is most concerned about minimizing the risk of injury for stu-

dent-athletes," said Mark Koski, NFHS assistant director and liaison to the Soccer Rules Committee. "The require-

ment of the NOCSAE seal and height range on the front of the shinguard by 2012 is a good example of that. The 

committee wants to make sure that players are protected in the best way possible." 

"Joint" ankle braces have made technological leaps in safety over the past decade. Because many "joint" ankle 

braces are designed to be worn over stockings or other material, Rule 4-2-1g has been amended to allow players to 

wear braces outside the stocking, provided they are not made of metal or other hazardous material. Any braces 

made of metal or other hazardous material must still be worn under a stocking. 

"The NFHS Sports Medicine Advisory Committee recommended updating this rule based on the advances made in 

ankle braces," Koski said. "This change reflects our flexibility as far as the safety of the players goes." 

A change in Rule 3-1-3 will allow any member of the team to deliver the team roster to the officials at least five 

minutes prior to the start of the contest. Previously, the coach was required to submit the roster, but since coaches 

are very busy prior to the start of the game, they are now allowed to delegate the task. 

The final change requires that the officials must be dressed in matching uniforms distinctly different from only the 

field players of both teams. This permits the referee to possibly wear a shirt similar to one of the goalkeepers' 

shirts, as long as it's unlike the field players' uniforms. 

In addition to the rules changes, points of emphasis for the 2009-10 season include unconscious player, NFHS 

Code of Ethics, NFHS Soccer Signals, ball holders, team areas, ankle braces and shinguard placement. 

Soccer is the fifth-most popular sport for boys and girls at the high school level. According to the 2007-08 High 

School Athletics Participation Survey, 383,561 boys are involved in soccer and 346,545 girls participate in the 

sport.  
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NFHS Soccer Rules Changes 2009-2010 

2009-2010 Soccer Rules Changes 

3-1-3: Each team shall submit a team roster, containing the names of all players, all bench personnel and all 

coaches, to the officials at least five minutes prior to the start of the contest. The game shall not begin until this 

is complete. Players, bench personnel and coaches may be added to the roster after the start of play. 

 

4-1-1: Shinguards must meet the National Operating Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment 

(NOCSAE) specifications. The NOCSAE seal and the appropriate height range of the player shall appear on the 

shinguard. Beginning with the 2012 fall season, the NOCSAE seal and height range shall be permanently 

marked on the front of the shinguard. 

 

4-2-1g: Illegal equipment shall not be worn by any player. This applies to any equipment which, in the opinion 

of the referee, is dangerous or confusing. Types of equipment that are illegal include, but are not limited to, the 

following: 

 

(g) ankle braces made of metal or unyielding materials, unless covered by a stocking or other suitable material. 

Ankle braces not made of metal or unyielding material may be worn outside a stocking. 

 

5-1-3a: The officials shall be dressed alike in the uniforms primarily consisting of: 

 

(a) a shirt approved by the state association; in the event of a color conflict between the officials and the field 

players of either team, the officials shall change to a jersey of a color distinct from the field players of both 

teams. 

 

Major Editorial Changes 

 

3-2-1b: taking the kickoff (5-2-2d 3) 

 

3-3-2e 2: If the removed player is being replaced during a penalty kick situation, the substitute may not take the 

penalty kick. 
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3-2 Situation K Comment: An injured player leaving the field under his/her own power would not be consid-

ered a violation of 12-8-1a. 

 

4-1-1i 2: The jersey of the goalkeeper shall be distinctly different from that of any teammate or opponent, ex-

cept the other goalkeeper. The shorts and stockings of the goalkeeper are not required to be the same color as 

his/her teammates. 

 

4-3 Situation A: Prior to the start of the contest, the referee meets with the team's head coaches and captains 

and after reciting a sportsmanship message asks both head coaches if their teams are properly and legally 

equipped according to NFHS Soccer Rules. Each coach answers in the affirmative. (a) After the contest has 

started, Player A is noticed to have a shinguard that has the NOCSAE seal indicating that the shinguard is un-

dersized for the player's height; (b) after the second half starts, Player A is noticed to be wearing illegal jewelry; 

(c) during the course of play, a knee brace is dislodged by a collision between two players. RULING:  In (a) 

and (b), if it is the first offense, the player is sent off the field and the coach of Team A is cautioned for the 

team not being legally equipped. If it is the second offense, the player is cautioned. In (c), player is not cau-

tioned, leaves the field and may re-enter after reporting to an official, who shall be satisfied that the knee brace 

is now in order. 

 

5-2-3a: assist the head referee or center referee in inspecting the game balls and field of play; 

8-1-3: The ball shall be kicked while it is stationary on the ground in the center of the field of play. A goal may 

be scored directly from the kickoff. The ball is in play when it moves forward. If the kickoff is taken improp-

erly, it must be retaken. 

 

9-2-2: (Also see 9-3) 

 

10-1-3: d. goal kick into a team's own goal 

e. corner kick into a team's own goal 

 

12-1-1: A player shall not kick, attempt to kick, strike, attempt to strike, spit at, or jump at an opponent. 

 

12-1-3 Situation: (See definition of SLIDING TACKLE in 18-1-1) 

12-8-3 Situation C: A person within Team A's team area spits at the referee. RULING: The person, if identifi-
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13-2-1: Direct free kicks are awarded and taken from the point of the infraction: (Except as in 13-1-3 and 14-1-

1) 

 

13-2-1d, e, f: d. if a player, other than the goalkeeper in his/her own penalty area, deliberately handles the ball 

(12-2); 

 

e. if a player pushes an opponent with the hand(s) or arm(s) extended from the body (12-3); 

 

f. if a player holds an opponent (12-3); 

 

13-2-1g: If a player charges an opponent in a dangerous or reckless manner or using excessive force (12-4-1); 

 

13-2-2: Indirect free kicks are awarded and taken from the point of the infraction (except as in 13-1-3 and 13-1-

4): 

 

13-2-2i, j, k: i. If the goalkeeper touches the ball again with his/her hands before it has been touched or played 

by another player (12-7-1); 

 

j. If the goalkeeper touches the ball with his/her hands after it is deliberately kicked by a player to his/her own 

goalkeeper (12-7-3); 

 

k. If the goalkeeper touches the ball with his/her hands when receiving it directly from a throw-in by a team-

mate (12-7-4); 

 

13-3-1: Players opposing the kicker shall be at least 10 yards from the ball until it is kicked, unless they are 

standing on their own goal line between the goal posts. If the free kick is awarded to the defending team in its 

penalty area, players opposing the kicker shall be outside the penalty area at least 10 yards from the ball and 

must remain there until the ball clears the penalty area. 

 

14-1-2,3 Penalty: Encroachment by the defending team is not penalized if the goal is scored. If a goal is not 

scored on the penalty kick, it is retaken. If there is an infringement by the attacking team and the ball enters the 

goal, the goal does not count and the kick shall be retaken. If there is an infringement by the attacking team and 

the ball does not go into the goal, there is no re-kick. If the ball rebounds into play or is deflected out of bounds 

by the goalkeeper, the game shall be stopped and restarted with an indirect free kick for the defending team at 

the spot of the foul. If the ball is saved and held by the goalkeeper, play shall continue. In cases where players 

from both teams are guilty of infringements, the kick shall be retaken regardless of the outcome of the  

Kick. 



Page 15 

 

NFHS RULE DIFFERENCES FROM USSF 

 

Rule 1    ï     Boundary lines are to be 4 inches wide 

tŜƴŀƭǘȅ ƪƛŎƪ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ н Ŧƻƻǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ фέ ǎǇƻǘ 

Corner flag post must be at least one inch in diameter 

Nets are mandatory 

 

Rule 2   -      Home team provides 3 balls and at least 2 ball holders 

Approved ball must have NFHS logo 

 

Rule 3    -      Substitutions Both teams between periods, Goal kick, Goal Scored 

    Play stopped for injury and player attended to on the field 

    Injured player must leave field and may be replaced 

    After cautions or disqualifications 

 

Possession On a throw-in or corner kick (other team can also substitute if team 

with possession substitutes) 

 

Unlimited number of substitutions for either team at these substitution opportunities 

 

       NOTE:  On a penalty kick the only substitute permitted is for injury or caution, and 

       substitute may not take the penalty kick 

 

-      Players may be added to the roster after the start of the game 

 

Rule 4  -       Uniforms  Home team ï light color contrasting with away team uniform 

    Visiting team ï dark color contrasting with home team uniform 

           Both socks must be the same color with a single dominating color 

 

        NOTE:   Shorts and socks of the goalkeeper are not required to be the same color as his/her 

       teammates. 

 

¦ƴƛŦƻǊƳ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΥ  ƻƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ όпέ ŀƴŘ сέύΤ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǊǘǎ 

CIF Ruling: Goalkeeper may not wear a jersey with advertising on it (e.g., Corona,        Newcas-

tle, or Coca Cola) 

 

Medical releases signed by physician required for players wearing casts/splints 

 

Rule 5    -     Winner of coin toss can choose which goal to defend or to take the kickoff 
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Rule 7    -     Clock is stopped at appropriate times; time is not added on 

        Clock is stopped for penalty kicks, cautions, disqualifications, when a goal is scored, and all  

        other times the referee orders the clock to be stopped 

 

Rule 9    -     After temporary suspension of play (e.g., for injury, outside agent, any unusual situation),   

                      if one team is clearly in possession of the ball, the restart will be an IFK to the team with   

                      possession 

 

Rule 12  -     Coaches may receive yellow and red cards 

   -    Cautioned player must leave the field and may be replaced 

  -    Player red carded during half-time may be replaced 

  -    Soft red cards (yellow/red) used when a second yellow card is given to a player 

  -    Dangerous play against a teammate results in an IFK 

 

Rule 15   -      Throw-in that doesnôt enter the field results in a throw-in awarded to other team 

 

Kicks from the Mark ï any eligible player can participate (not just those on the field) 

 

CIF Ruling - Noisemakers are prohibited inside stadiums or playing fields at any CIF Southern Section contest.  

This includes horns, bells, sirens, and any musical instruments other than those in the band.  The improper use of 

any of the above listed devices by supporters of a team would subject that team to possible forfeiture of the con-

test. 

NFHS RULE DIFFERENCES FROM USSF 
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Blue Book Information  

1212.6  Current high school students are not eligible to officiate Southern Section athletic contests. 

 

 

1213 Assignment Responsibilities-School/League 

 

 1213.1 Schools and or Leagues must submit completed master schedules to their respective liaison 

 using the following time line (or as specified by the liaison). 

 

  Fall Sports May 1st 

  Winter Sports June 1st 

  Spring Sports November 1st 

 

 1213.10 Area Liaisons will send school and/or league schedules to area assigners within two weeks 

 of receipt. 

    

 1213.2 Leagues are requested to reproduce master schedules for distribution to member schools. 

 

1214 Host area assignment policy 

 

 When a CIF Southern Section school hosts a school from another Section of CIF in any sport 

  requiring officials, the association assigner of officials from the host area will assign the officials. 

 

1215 When an official arrives at a site and the regularly scheduled contest cannot under any circumstance 

 beyond the control of the host school be played each official shall receive one half of the game fee. 

 

1216 Contest cancelled after start 

 

 Whenever a scheduled athletic contest is started and then cancelled because of inclement weather, 

 light failure, or other circumstances beyond the control of the host management, each official shall 

 receive his or her full fee. 

 

1217 Contest Change 

 

 If the date, time,or location of any athletic contest is changed after assignments have been  

 completed, it shall be the responsibility of the host management to notify the officials involved. 

 Should any official not be able to make the change, it will be the host management responsibility to 

 notify the appropriate association assigner, and a replacement will be assigned by the appropriate  

               assigner.  

1218 Removal of official 

 

 After an official has accepted an assignment, the official can be removed from the contest only at       

the direction of the school principal and by the payment of the full fees by the objecting school. A replace-

ment will be assigned by the appropriate assigner. This rule does not apply to CIF-SS playoff  contests. 
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Blue Book Information continued:  

1219 Official fails to appear. 

 

 When an assigned official fails to appear, the contest should be played, and it will be the  

 Responsibility of the host school to provide either an alternate CIF Southern Section official 

 Or a mutually agreed upon qualified person to officiate the contest at all levels of competition. 

 If both schools cannot mutually agree upon a qualified person as a substitute official, the 

 Game will be rescheduled. 

 

 Question: What is the position of the CIF Southern Section with reference to using 

 Replacement officials when assigned officials fail to appear? 

 

 Answer: Due to the extreme liability potential, only certified officials should be used 

 to replace an official that fails to appear. 

 

1220 Failure to notify official of change. 

 

 When a regularly scheduled game date is changed and the host management fails to notify 

 the official and he or she arrives at the site of the contest and there is no game, the 

 Official shall receive half of the fee. 

 

1221.1 Inclement weather. 

 

 

 In case of inclement weather, it is the responsibility of the official assigned to contact the 

 host management to learn whether or not the game will be played. If the official should 

 arrive at the site of the contest without previously checking and the contest has been 

 cancelled, neither the host management nor the CIF Southern Section is required to 

 reimburse the official for any part of his or her fee. If the official has been notified 

 by the host management by 12 noon that the contest will be played, and he or she arrives 

  at the site of the contest, and in the meantime the contest has been cancelled, the official 

 shall receive half of the fee. 

 

1221 .2 At the time the official call, he or she should be notified of the rescheduled date and 

 time. If this is not possible, it is the host managementôs responsibility to notify the 

 official of the rescheduled date and time as soon as it is known. 

 

1221.3 If the original official is not able to officiate on the rescheduled date, it is the responsibility 

 of the host management to secure a replacement official, by notifying their area assignor 

 of officials.  
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Blue Book Information continued:  

1222 Officials fees. 

 

 1222.1 All fees listed in this section were approved by the CIF Southern Section Council and 

  are the only fees to be paid by member schools. Officials are to be paid in a timely manner. 

  Failure to do so may result in CIF Southern Section sanctions. 

 

 1222.2 All member schools of a particular league shall pay the same fee regardless of enrollment 

    

 

 1222.4 In the case of a no show official, member schools shall pay the one official who works 

  his/her regular game fee only. 

 

 1222.5 When two officials are requested and only one is assigned, member schools shall pay 

  the one official fee for the contest. 

 

 1222.6 Payment to assignors for changes, after schedules have been submitted by athletic 

  director: 

 

   $5.00 for each change of contest, date time or location. 

 

   Schools will have the option of reassigning their own games with certified 

   officials. If schools handle their own reassignment, there will be no fee 

   paid to the assignor (the officials originally assigned to the contest have 

   the first option for reassignment). 

 

   Schools will not be charged a reassignment fee if the changes are due to 

   Weather, act of God, or natural disaster. 
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RULES GUIDELINES to be followed by SCSOA 2009-10  

 
These guidelines/interpretations supersede the NFHS Rule Book and have been agreed to by 

SCSOA and CIF. 

 

Rule 3 - Substitutions shall be conducted in the following manner. Players leaving the field must leave 

on their team's side anywhere along their touchline.  If both teams are on the same side of the field, the 

players must exit nearest their bench. Substitutes must enter at mid-field, where the halfway line inter-

sects the touchline and may not enter until the player they are replacing has left the field of play and 

has been directed to enter by the referee or assistant referee. 

 

SCSOA policy will be to enforce the following:  After the game starts, substitutes must have the ap-

proval of the referee or assistant referee, before entering the field of play, even after a goal. 

     Reason:  Preventative mechanics and better control.  If players exit the field on their own side or 

near their bench, there is less chance for confrontation with opposing teams, substitutes or spectators.  

Also, the referee has better control of players and less time is lost through substitution. In addition, 

scorekeepers are rarely used by the schools. 

 

For clarification, if a team starts with less than 11 players and a player or players arrive late, can they 

enter the game?  SCSOA will allow them to enter at the next legal substitution opportunity, provided 

their name is on the roster or is added to the roster, and they are properly checked for illegal equip-

ment. 

 

Rule 4 -  Section 4-2-2 refers to hair control devices being legal if made of soft material and not for 

adornment. SCSOA policy is that head scarves or bandanas will not be allowed under any cir-

cumstances. 

     Reason:  SCSOA feels these are not a necessity and fall under the adornment category as well as 

having potentially dangerous knots.  Also, this will prevent gang colors from being displayed, which 

could lead to other problems. 

 

Rule 5 -  5-1-3 (a) deals with referee shirt color conflicting with the teams, where the referee must 

change to non-conflicting colors.  SCSOA has adopted the standard colors approved by USSF for our 

referees. It is mandatory that the referees dress alike in a shirt that isn't in conflict with either 

team.  Referees must carry alternate colors with them.  If the goalkeeper is in conflict with team-

mates or opponents, the goalkeeper will change uniform.  (Note:  New rule change does permit refe-

rees and goalkeepers to have like color shirts.) 

 

SCSOA policy is that only 3-striped cuff socks will be permitted.  SCSOA policy is that sunglasses 

will not be allowed to be worn by referees.  The only exception is prescription glasses. No sunglasses 

allow for better game control through eye contact (both with players and referees). 

 

SCSOA policy is that referees will not wear jewelry (e.g., earrings, necklaces) as is the case for 

players on the field. 
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Rule 5 -  5-3-1(f); 12-8-1(f) (1);  IMPORTANT NOTE:   A player being disqualified for a second yel-

low card offence for delaying tactics, dissent, incidental vulgar or profane language, entering or leaving 

the field of play without permission, faking an injury, simulating a foul, encroachment (all non-physical 

infringements); the referee shall show the yellow card and the red card (soft red) at the same time to 

indicate that a substitution is allowed for the player being disqualified.  In the case of a player having 

already earned a yellow card, when there is a subsequent physical foul that is viewed as reckless 

(unsporting conduct), referees should strongly consider issuing a straight red card (hard red) 

rather than a second caution (yellow/red or soft red).  Justification for the hard red would be seri-

ous foul play. 

     Reason:  SCSOA and the CIF Coaches Council believe that teams should not be rewarded in 

these cases by being able to play at full strength. Remember a player with a yellow card should be 

particularly alert to not putting himself/herself in a situation where further misconduct could re-

sult in his/her disqualification.   

 

No warning is given for TAUNTING on the first offense.  The player must be disqualified and 

sent from the field.  No substitution is permitted for this disqualification (hard red card). 

 

Rule 9 -  SCSOA will adhere to a 'common sense' rule in the case of football goal posts having cross-

bars and uprights that extend over the soccer goal and into the field of play.  If a ball in play should hit 

the football goal posts, a goal kick or a corner kick will be awarded depending on which team last 

touched the ball.  Do not award a drop ball for 'unusual circumstances.'  You would be dropping the ball 

on the 6-yard line.  Make sure your assistant referees as well as the coaches and the captains are aware 

of this interpretation prior to the game beginning. 

 

Page 82   Reference to READY FOR PLAY chart:  When a restart is required. 

 

             Delete "Drop Ball, Goal Kick, and Corner Kick" from the chart.  No second whistle is required. 

 

                  Also on the chart, it is indicated that the Lead referee blows the whistle on a penalty kick and   

                  a free kick.  Change 'Lead' to 'Trail.' 

  

                  Add to Chart:  Trail referee starts play after caution, disqualification, injury, and encroach- 

                  ment.  On substitutions, the official nearest the ball should whistle for the restart.  

  

     Reason:  No whistle on a drop ball because the referee that initiates play has the ball in hand and 

doesn't need to blow the whistle to start play.  The Trail referee initiating play on a drop ball may cause 

a problem if the referee dropping the ball is not ready for the restart.  On a penalty kick or free kick, the 

Trail referee should be at the place of the kick.  He is in a better position to control the restart since he 

will have to deal with encroachment or delaying kicks. 

 

Page 84    DIAGONAL OFFICIATING SYSTEM - The rule book indicates that the position of AR1 

will vary depending on whether the corner kick is taken from the near or far corner.  It is noted that on a 

kick taken from the far corner, the AR will move down the goal line to a position approximately oppo-

site the penalty area line.  SCSOA officials will always assume the position behind the corner flag 

whether the kick is from the far side or near side.  The only time the AR will leave that position is to 

deal with encroachment, if necessary, and he/she will then immediately return to the position behind the 

flag prior to the kick. 

     Reason:  If the AR assumes the position indicated in the book on a kick from the far side, and the 

ball is cleared by the defense and then quickly comes back, the AR will not be in a position to judge 

offside and may interfere with players as he/she is trying to get back into position. 
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